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Spiritual Erosion in the American Culture 
Jonathan Lehman 

 

Recently I traveled a back 

road that crossed the large Swa-

tara Creek. Because of my pas-

sion for river bottoms with 

huge towering sycamore, oak, 

and ash trees, I stopped to take 

it all in. Looking up and down 

that creek, I saw many trees – 

big trees, young trees, old trees 

– situated in that black, sandy 

soil with water lazily flowing 

by.  

But something caught my 

eye. I saw a good tree with a 

straight trunk and lots of lum-

ber. But this large tree had a 

problem; it was leaning way out 

over the creek, nearly perpen-

dicular to normal. Almost all 

roots were exposed. The bank 

had been eaten back under the 

tree. That tree was hanging on 

by just a few strong roots.  

That tree was once planted 

very firmly along the creek, 

possibly even back a few feet 

from the bank. Growing there 

on the creek bank, it enjoyed a 

healthy life for decades with 

good soil, plenty of water, and 

just the right amount of sun-

light.  

Yet the creek just inched 

closer and closer until finally it 

was swirling by the roots of the 

tree. Ever so slowly, day by 

day, year after year, the water 

took just a small amount of dirt 

away from the roots, one grain 

at a time. Some of these roots 

probably even grew stronger to 

hold the weight. 

Eventually this tree will 

lose itself to the river. It may 

happen during a windstorm or a 

flood, but sooner or later, the 

tree will fall into the river. 

As I mused on the tree, I 

thought of the spiritual life in 

our congregations today. Each 

of us is individually responsible 

for our own lives. We as mem-

bers of the body of Jesus Christ 

are also held responsible for 

what is happening in the 

church. Think of how Christi-

anity in America has been 

changing over the past decades. 

What about our conservative 

Anabaptist churches? Have 

they been changing?  

Are more and more Chris-

tians putting their roots down 

and growing stronger? Or are 

they allowing the American 

culture to erode away at their 

roots little by little until they 

succumb to the flow?  

We, as conservative people, 

have so much to value: our 

families, our communities, our 

separated lifestyle, our values, 
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and yes, even our traditions. 

We must guard against spiritual 

erosion to our foundation.  

Sad to say the devil is very 

good at using the currents of 

this world to oppose the church 

of Jesus Christ. Sometimes it 

happens swiftly during storms 

of trials and persecutions or 

through floods of turmoil that 

beat upon the church. Though 

in western culture, it often oc-

curs through subtle eroding at 

the roots. Ever so slowly souls 

are found leaning out over and 

then falling into the currents of 

society.  

As I looked at that tree lean-

ing way out over the river about 

ten feet above the water, I did 

not know how much it went 

down each year. One day that 

tree is going to fall the whole 

way down in a windstorm or in 

a flood that sweeps it down-

stream. Perhaps another fallen 

tree from upstream may pull 

this one in as it comes floating 

by. Large fallen trees can cause 

much damage. Many times they 

will destroy other young trees 

along the way, block up the riv-

er, and even take out bridges.  

I can think of people that I 

would have considered strong 

trees, but they allowed erosion 

at their roots. It affected them 

and their families as well as 

many others along their path. A 

very serious thought remains – 

erosion of the Spiritual founda-

tion affects more than just us – 

it will affect others. 

Webster says that erosion is 

“the process of eroding or being 

eroded by wind, water, or other 

natural agents.” Farmers and 

construction workers are very 

concerned about the erosion of 

soil; therefore, they put much 

effort into placing erosion bar-

riers at the correct places.  

Webster’s second definition 

is “the gradual destruction or 

diminution of something.” 

Slow, gradual destruction hap-

pens through spiritual erosion. 

When something affects us 

spiritually, it has something to 

do with eternity – our eternal 

destiny.  

Spiritual erosion can hap-

pen anywhere: China, Africa, 
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Guatemala, or Iraq. But some-

how, for those of us who were 

born into the American culture 

and work in and around it, we 

are very much affected by it. 

The way we think, the goals we 

set, how we spend our money, 

and what we wear: all are 

somewhat governed by our cul-

ture. 

The question to us is how 

are our roots? Are they becom-

ing exposed and weakened? 

What are we doing to prevent 

root weakening? Or are we al-

ready leaning far out over the 

river of our culture just about 

ready to fall in completely. I 

hope not!  

What about our families? 

Are we protecting them? 

Psalms 11:3 says “If the foun-

dations be destroyed, what can 

the righteous do?” To me this 

sounds almost scary. If the 

foundation of the righteous 

people is destroyed, what 

strength will they have?  

In buildings, in education, 

in relationships, and in the 

church, foundations are im-

portant. We need good solid 

foundations. They need protect-

ed. If not, what will the next 

generation do? Isaiah 58:11-14 

speaks of God’s guidance and 

blessing on those who seek 

him. Those that seek him will 

“build the old waste places.” 

They will “raise up the founda-

tions of many generations.” 

They shall be called the “re-

pairer of the breach” and a “re-

storer of paths.” 

Not only do we protect our 

foundation, but sometimes it 

will require some repairing. It 

will take some compacting of 

the soil around the roots, some 

repair to the breaches (a gap in 

the protection) where the flow 

of culture is swiftly coming in, 

or some raising the bar, spiritu-

ally speaking, to restore or re-

gain lost ground. None of this 

happens on its own. It is only 

with the help of Almighty God 

working through the soul who 

is sincerely seeking Him. 

Think a little about our 

foundation. Deuteronomy 32:4 

says, “He is the Rock, His work 

is perfect: for all his ways are 

judgment: a God of truth and 

without iniquity, just and right 

is he.” Psalm 62:2 says, “He 

only is my rock and my salva-

tion; he is my defence; I shall 

not be greatly moved.” If we 

have God as our Rock, our 

foundation (what our roots are 

rooted to) will not be moved.  

A tree that is growing in or 

around a rock along the bank is 

much safer than the tree grow-

ing in the soft, sandy soil. I Co-

rinthians 3:1 says, “For other 

foundations can no man lay 
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Are traveling (because of cheaper 

tickets); stopping for gas and food; 

or perusing eBay, Craigslist, Ama-

zon, or real estate websites accepta-

ble Lord’s Day activities today? 

than that is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ.” We need to trust in this 

foundation and what it can do 

for us. Many trust in other 

things or try to put their founda-

tion in their family roots, their 

upbringing, or their traditions. 

Many times these are a bless-

ing, but our foundation must be 

in God and the work of His 

Son, Jesus Christ.  

Through Christ we have 

protection if we build upon 

Him. Matthew 7 records the 

familiar story of building a 

house upon the rock or the 

sand. This is true yet today. 

What are we building on? In 1 

Peter 1:1-12, Peter says that 

God has given us “all things 

that pertain unto life and godli-

ness.” He goes on that if we add 

to our faith virtue, then some 

knowledge, then pack it with 

temperance, then patience, 

some godliness, fill it up with 

brotherly kindness, and then 

charity, we shall never fall. 

What a promise! 

Ponder each of these in re-

lation to the American culture. 

Virtue? Spiritual knowledge? 

Temperance? Patience? Godli-

ness? Love? These are good 

questions to think about. Are 

we, as individuals and congre-

gations, growing stronger in 

these areas or is our culture 

slowly eroding these areas in 

various forms?  

I thought of a few areas that 

our culture has affected our 

churches to some degree. What 

about a casual view of our al-

mighty God, His Word, and His 

church? Does the Bible still 

mean what it says in regards to 

purity, modesty, integrity, sepa-

ration, worldliness, headship 

order, tithing, witnessing, and 

reverence for God? Is sin still 

sin, regardless of who does it or 

what it is?  

Our society is full of many 

gray areas. The idea of “I can’t 

judge you and you can’t judge 

me” is just pretty close home at 

times.  Is attending church ser-

vices a top priority, or have 

many new excuses emerged? Is 

the respect and reverence for 

God’s house and the worship 

service growing stronger or are 

the roots being loosened?  

What about travel and activ-

ity on the Lord’s Day? Are 

traveling (because of cheaper 

tickets); stopping for gas or 

food; or perusing eBay, 
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Craigslist, Amazon, or real es-

tate websites acceptable Lord’s 

Day activities today? Such ac-

tivities were unacceptable a 

generation ago. Have our roots 

been weakened or has God’s 

law changed for our current 

culture?  

Has this casual or lenient 

culture affected how we view 

church authority today? Is 

church structure and accounta-

bility outdated? Are discipline 

directives on clothing, hair 

styles, veiling uniformity, ap-

pearance, music, internet use, 

movies, and entertainment just 

for the weaker member? Or is it 

for all members?  

Is the view that “everyone 

does that which is right in his 

own eyes at the right time and 

place” eating away at our roots? 

What about the increase in 

cross-gender relationships; 

what happened to the reserve of 

a generation ago? Have our 

views been affected at all with 

the use of social media in our 

society? Do we see any deterio-

ration? Over the years we have 

held firm to the fact that televi-

sion is wrong because of its in-

fluence.  

However, in today’s cul-

ture, the internet is the new tel-

evision. Looking for answers? 

Try Google. Need to know the 

news? Try Google. Want to know 

how to help your marriage? Try 

Google. What is the coolest vehi-

cle to get? Try Google. Newest 

health trend? Try Google. Want to 

take a quick forbidden look? Try 

Google. I believe our foundations 

are being carried away very quick-

ly by this cultural acceptance.  

How about our materialistic 

culture? Is it affecting our views of 

a heavenly investment? Since 

there is so much easy money, are 

our youth lining up for voluntary 

service opportunities like missions 

or school teaching?  

Has society affected our 

brotherhood assistance plans? 

What about our schools? Material-

ist culture says “Work hard to get 

what you want and deserve,” not 

to “give to him that is in need.” Is 

it affecting us? What about our pet 

loving culture. Millions of dollars 

and time are spent today on food, 

pet-sitting, veterinary services, and 

pet gifts instead of for children.  

We may or may not be caught 

up in the god of pets per say, but 

our culture has bred a “need” for 

many other pets that are eating at 

the roots of our churches. The lat-

est and greatest in technology, cell 

phones, sports, hobbies (collecting 

antiques, hunting, fishing, or 

shopping), vacationing, personal 

appearance, social media postings 

(how often and what we post), 

comparing ourselves among our-

selves, and purchases that are 

highly esteemed in our culture 

have captured our affections. So 

many things – that may not be 
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wrong in and of themselves, but 

they are really affecting our roots.  

The list could go on with the 

pressures of our culture. The ques-

tion is – what is happening to our 

roots? How far are we leaning or 

how fast have we gone in five 

years? Where do we want our 

church and our children to be in 

the next twenty years? If they con-

tinue to lean at the rate we are 

leaning today, will they be gone? 

What are we willing to do to 

repair the breaches today? What 

are we willing to give up for the 

protection of our roots? This is 

nothing new, but it is something to 

think about in every generation. Is 

spiritual erosion happening in my 

life? Is the culture around me 

changing my view of God and His 

Word?  

These are questions that each 

of us as individuals, parents, and 

leaders need to think about. Psalm 

1:1-3 says, “Blessed is the man 

that walketh not in the counsel of 

the ungodly, nor standeth in the 

way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 

seat of the scornful. But his de-

light is in the law of the LORD; 

and in his law doth he meditate 

day and night. And he shall be like 

a tree planted by the rivers of wa-

ter, that bringeth forth his fruit in 

his season; his leaf also shall not 

wither; and whatsoever he doeth 

shall prosper.”  

Whether erosion is happening 

or not has to do with whether we 

are delighting in and meditating in 

the Law of the Lord. When we do 

this continually, it encourages root 

growth. We will allow God to 

plant us by His river of water and 

be satisfied in that. We then will 

bring forth the fruit that God is 

looking for.  
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